was made a resolution accepting me jjtoya vjeorge money
carried by 19 votes to 15. In a letter to his wife telling her of this
Spender added: "Grey is very serious about following up his
speech, and I think even now we may see the beginning of a new
Liberal Party." It was not a new party, but a new organisation.
The decision of the Administrative Committee of the N.L.F. was
regarded by the defeated minority as the sale of the Liberal machine
to the Lloyd George faction, and there was a danger that in conse-
quence of it many prominent Liberals would drop out of political
life altogether. To avert that a new organisation, known as the
Liberal Council, was immediately created, largely at the instigation,
and under the leadership, of the most weighty and respected of
Liberal Elder Statesmen, Lord Grey of Fallodon. Among those
most closely associated with him from the outset were Spender
and Gilbert Murray, and Spender became a member of the
Executive Committee. The inaugural meeting was held in February
1927, and in his Presidential address Grey made a point of explain-
ing that the new body was created to meet the needs of Liberals
who, while they had no further use for the N.L.F., still hoped
for some political home. It stood simply for free and independent
Liberalism; it was not a disintegrating force; it was formed to
arrest disintegration.

Of this body Grey remained President till his death in Sep-
tember 1933, when a universal desire was expressed that his successor
should be Spender. His views were identical with Grey's on virtu-
ally every political issue, including the Ottawa agreements of
1932, regarding which Grey had written to a colleague on the
Liberal Council: "Personally I feel so strongly about Ottawa that
if I were a member of the Government I should come out/* (The
Liberal members of the Government did in fact come out shortly
afterwards, much to Spender's satisfaction). But Spender could
not see his way to accepting the proffered post. The complete
freedom he had always enjoyed in his political writing (except
for certain temporary but painful vicissitudes} was due largely
to the fact that he had identified himself with no political organisa-
tion, and therefore committed no one but himself and his paper
by what he wrote. That consideration prevailed with him now;
he declined nomination, and his friend Lord Rhayader (Leif Jones)
became President. But the same decision had soon to be faced
again. Lord RKayader died in 1936, and once more the obvious
successor was Spender. This time he yielded, not because tke
earlier reasons for declining had lost their validity, but because
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